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A KITCHEN AT CRUCES, IN THE ISTHMUS 
OF PANAMA. 


i From the Note Book of a Traveller.—No. 4. 
30th November, 1835. © 









7 “Oh, what a scene is a kitchen at Cruces! what variety 
WH its comforts, its annoyances, its simplicity, its filth, 
is derangements, noises, contents, and conveniences ! 
F Afire is made on the earthen floor, flanked by a pile of 
F  fagots and four large rough stones, to support the ends 
of the sticks, and serve as a sort of protection against 


feathers, and her loose, light dress dragged into varibus 
guises as she glides slipshod from the pots to the table, 
or squats among the ashes ; praising the dishes—descant- 
ing on the quality, origin, and admixture of their con- 
tents; urging, with. kind good humour, the testing of 
each, and showing slight pique and a grimace if any is 
neglected or passed by. In the enumeration of good 
things she is aided by the master of the hvuuse, a short, 
thick:set, laughing, good-humoured alcalde, who sits 
opposite to you, or by a tall, black muleteer, who stands 
near him, or a casual visiter, smoking on a trunk by his 
side. Interruptions occur by the occasional intrusion 
of a neighbour’s dog, who scents the victual, but is 
thought by the cook to infringe the rights of two lean 










burning the building ; which, not much more than) 
twelve feet square, is formed of canes, and roofed with | 
Doors, opposite eaclxother, allow the passage 
fast table, placed between them, and, 


a 


>. palm leaves. 


pwn of airato the break 


©! the few sticks of hard wood which accomplish the cook- 


© becume outlets to the trifling smoke, proceeding from | 
jhurled at the stranger beast. A broom handle might 


curs belonging to the establishment, who are seated on 
the flour near you with eyes and nose pointing steadily 
to the table—or of two cats, who purr under it, and 
claim their allowances. After repeatedly crying “ perro!” 
(dog) without effect, a stick, a dish-cloth, or a shoe is 


ing. The fire is near one corner of the hut; a partition | be thought a proper protection, but such an implement 












era, to prepare him for some subsequent meal, it is 
== poiitely enquired if this isa dish you are fond of, and 
bow you would like him cooked ! 

Athird corner is lumbered with an old table, support- 
in ‘all kinds of provisions, broken bottles, clothes, and 
© utensils; under it lie cocoanuts, and near it a bundle 
bs ofdried canes, to mend any rents in the structure of the 
tenement. The roof is the ceiling, and some rude 
rafters Support large bundles of plantains, ripe and 
green. Damp articles of dress dangle at the side of 
these, while long strips of dark-coloured beef, here and 
§. ‘there relieved by a tint of green, and strings of hide dry 
P overhead. A capacious bowl, or deep wooden dish of 
. - water is conveniently placed near the door, to wash your 
% bands, or the plates ; the children dabble in it, the dogs 
| drink of it, and sometimes a pigeon, a pig, or the cat, 
' partakes with them. 

e*, Being invited into this eating-rcom you perceive a 
§ short-legged, square deal table, scarcely two feet from 
E the ground, looking like the plaything girls place their 
© dolls upon, covered with a cloth that some one recog- 
eo nises already to have served him as a napkin. Two low 











A Smooth leather, are dragged from beneath two 
a eRaked, darltskinned children, to be placed near the 
’ - board, An omelet, mingled with sliced plantains and 
arli¢, is the first dish ; it is a good one, but being seen 
fir the first time, there is some hesitation perceived in 
the manner of the ‘guests. When an African mixture, 
pe Consisting of lumps of white corn mush in a liquor con- 
Se taining fish bones and flesh, beans, peppers, and other 

indescribable materials, is hastily brought forward and 

Stolled by a young negress, who hovers over six kettles 
_ 3 of various calibre, and a multitude of gourds and wooden 
We. dishes} her head decorated with white flowers and birds’ 
NO. 14—part 1.—apri 4, 1837. 











hairs, their backs and bottoms covered with a black, ! 


of light poles forms a chicken-pen in another angle, | is not seen here, nor the convenient. brush which with 
where the poultry are fastened up during the night; a) 
young cock, tied by one leg to the frame-work, is now | 
the only tenant. As you look on to sce him fed with | divert themselves—and you. Orders are delivered from 
lthe table about the loading of mules, the washing of 


us is found at the end of it. 
People come in, .pass out, talk, smoke, laugh, and 


icloths, the dinner, and all family concerns, as well as 
some public affuirs.. Roasted plantains, fine rolls of 
|wheaten bread, and hot cakes of sweetened maize, are 
|placed from time to time near your plate. A piece of 
stewed beef, boiled or broiled pork, rice, and nondescript 
patés, fried in lard, are successively presented. When 
the last dish is handed up, you see the copper chocolate 
| pot placed over the coals. The liquor, odorous of cinna- 
| mon, is put before you in small quantity, thick and 
frothing, with rich milk in another cup, to be added if 
;you wish it. After drinking this, a draught of cool wa. 
ter is usually swallowed; you wash your hands, if you 
follow the example of your host, in the wooden dish on 
the floor, and while you light a cigar by a fagot prompt 
ly dragged from the fire, you see the table occupied by 
some of the patient lookers-on. These are followed by 
the children, whose appetites have not been satisfied by 
the numerous offerings made them while hovering round 
the guests. 

Such is the breakfast you may expect with the kind 
| justice of the peace, at Cruces, the head of ‘navigation 
‘on the river Chagres. His personal services are not 
spared to make you as comfortable as he can, and as 
much at home as himself. A large room, in the second 
story of a Building on the opposite side of the street, is 
supplied with a couple of hammacs, a cot, a table, and five 
chairs, each one differing in size and pattern. Here you 
read, write, doze, smoke, dress, and receive visits. It ia 
also the great thoroughfare to the sleeping-rooms of the 
family ; asthe members of it seem to reczive no annoy. 
ance from your presence, so they appear to consider that 
they cannot offend. Persons of each sex and every age 
passat all times as freely as if the apartment were uo- 
occupied,—so do the dogs, the cats, and ‘the pigeons: a 





pair of which last may be seated over your head, under 
the eaves of the house feeding their young, or alight in 
the window near you. Being in the second story; you 
are relieved from the presence of the pigs, althoughs. 


second floor of a house in Panama, where it was fed to 
supply milk to the family. ; 

The squire’s papers are strewed over the table you 
write at; and as he supplies mules for transportation 
across the isthmus, he has his accounts to attend to as 
well as his civil functions ; but you get on side by side 
as comfortably as if you had live’ (er 12, years, in- 
stead ofa day and @b.’* #are .aefrank, kind, and 
easy manners of the people, that a stranger who is dis- 

. posed to feel himself at home in their houses, is made so 
at once, by the trifling introduction of the offer of a 
cigar. 
—_—— 
PHANTASMAGORIA. m 

We extract, from ‘| Wraxall’s Anecdotes,” 
the following curious specimen of ghost-rais- 
lug. ‘ 4 


In the great gallery, where I was presented to Prince 
Charles three days since, was performed the memorable 
scene of raising the apparition of the Chevalier de Saxe. 
Never, perhaps, was a more impudént, or a more success- 
ful experiment tried upon human weakness and-eredolity. 
As it happened only about four years ago, and-as many 
persons of the first rank and consideration in this eoun- 
try were present, the principal circumstances attending 
it are well known and remembered. But the-ridieule 
which has attached to it, and the marked disapprobation 
expressed by the elector towards any repetition of such 
experiments, render all those who witnessed it extremely 
shy of relating the transaction. It was not without 
difficulty, after repeated solicitation, that I-obtained from 
one of the gentlemen who assisted at it, the recital which 
I am about to make. He isa man of sense, courage, and 
intelligenee. I suppress his name; but you may form 
from it some estimate of the human mind in this part of . 
Europe; which in many respects, is certainly more open 
.t0 superstitious impressions, than with us. The Ger- 
mans, almost universally, even those of the soundest and 
most cultivated understandings, believe in the existence 
of familiar spirits ; in whose train follow witches, ghosts, 
and the whole family of invisible-tigents. If, however, 
we incline to consider such weakness with pity or con 
tempt, we should recollect that ‘sitnilar proofs of hnman 
infirmity have been given by turns, in every Eurdpean 
capital. The miracles, performed in the .church-yard of 
St. Medard, at Paris, under Louis the Fifteenth’s reign, 
which were only terminated by the royal imterposition, 
are not yet forgotten. Scarcely fifteen y: T believe, 
are elapsed, since London had its “ Chevalier de Saxe,” 
in the memorable Cock-lane ghost. / By aed 

The man who here exhibited so extraordinary a procf 
of his art—for such it must, in every ‘ease, be esteemed — 
was a person of the name of Schrepfer, who originally 
resided at Leipsic, of which city he was-a native, and 
where he kept a coffee-house. » But his business not pro- 
ducing him either as much profit, or as much distinction 





as he aspired to possess, he pretended te study magie, 


_goat has been seen looking vut from the baleony on the 
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and to have acquired many secrets connected with that 
imaginary science. He boldly asserted that he had in- 
' tercourse with, and a control over spirits, whom he could 
summon, command, and cause to disappear, if not alto- 
gether at his pleasure, yet by the force of his invocations. 
These agents he had the ingenuity and effrontery to 
divide into three classes, the friendly, the evil, and the 
neutral ; all of whom he knew how to distinguish at 
their approach, or on their appearance, by the noises 
which preceded and attended them. Whenever he at- 
fected to exert his magical powers, he always began by 


calling to his assistance the benevolent spirits; in order, - 


ag he said, to defend him against the attacks of the malig- 
nant ones. Pretensions so extraordinary, sustained by 
some exhibitions which impressed the spectators with 
astonishment, soon procured him no little reputation. 

Schrepfer, ubout this time, while he still resided at 
Leipsic, had given offence to Prince Charles of Saxony, 
by expressions relative to him, of an unbecoming or in. 
solent nature. The prince, irritated at such conduct, 
ordered an officer belonging to his household to repair to 
Leipsic, and there to irflict on Schrepfer, in his name, 
personal chastisement. His orders were exactly executed, 
but Schrepfer, though he made no other resistance, run- 
ning into a corner of the room, threw himself on his 
knees, and loudly invoked his invisible allies to come to 
his assistance. Their visible appearance or interposition 
were however unnecessary, in order to rescue him from 
violence ; the officer, it is asseried, having been so much 
alarmed at the invocation and its possible consequences, 
as to quit the chamber with precipitation. 

A circumstance of such notoriety, as well as so de- 
grading in itself to Schrepier, induced him to leave Leip- 
sic. After an absence of some time, he appeared at 
Dresden, where he assumed a fictitious name, and an- 
nounced that he was a colonel in the service of France. 
In that quality he even made an attempt to be presented 
to the elector ; but Monsieur de Marbeis, who acted as 
chargé d’affaires in the absence of the French envoy, 
refused to carry him to court. His real name soon be- 
came known; and his pretences to skill in magic 
attracting many followers, hisreputation speedily reached 
Prince Charles. It was accompanied with such extra- 
ordinary accounts of Schrepfer’s powers, as to induce 
that prince to make every exertion for obliterating the 
recollection of the indignity lately offered him. As a 
step towards it, he did not hesitate to go in person to the 
“ Hotel de Pologne,” an inn where Schrepfer lodged; 
and, in presence of various witnesses, to ask his pardon 
for the blows given him, as well as to offer every amends 
that the nature of the affront admitted. Schrepfer, 
flattered by such a condescension, having accepted the 
apologies, the prince then requested to see some proofs 
of his supernatural art. It is pretended that he exhibited 
many ; all-of which only tended to augment the prince’s 
admiration, and to stimulate his curiosity for further 
specimens. 

Bat the most difficult operation of magic, in all ages, 
has been to raise departed spirits from the tomb; a pro- 
digy which Schrepfer made no secret of his ablility to 

_ perform. Prince Charles having earnestly, as well as 
repeatedly, besought it, after many refusals, real or af: 
fected, obtained at length a reluctant promise to present 
befure his eyes an apparition ; for Schrepfer artfully pro- 
fessed the greatest repugnance and disinclination to the 
act, as being perilous to hiinself, and attended with various 
circumstances of horror. It only remained therefore, to 
fix on the spirit to be summoned. After long considera- 
tion the Chevalier de Saxe was named, and Schrepfer 
andertook to produce liis ghost before a select company. 
The place chosen for the experiment, was Prince Charles’s 
palace in Dresden. But, as it was well known that the 
elector having the misfortune to be neither credulous nor 
inclined to permit such exh:bitions in his capital, might 
disapprove and prohibit it, the strictest secrecy was ob- 
served previous to the affuir. 
The Chevalier de Saxe, third in order of birth among 
the natural sons of Augustus the Second, King of Poland, 
was only half brother to the famous Marshal Saxe, as 


they were by different mothers. In right of his, who 
was a Princess Lubomirska, of a very illustrious Polish 
family, the Chevalier inherited considerable property in 
that country, as well as in Saxony. He resided princi- 
pally in Dresden, and died only a few years ago, at his 
palace in this city; which his nephew Prince Charles, 
who was his principal heir, occupied after his decease. In 
addition to his maternal estates, the chevalier possessed 
a vast income from his military and other appointments 
in the electoral service ; and, as he left no issue, he was 
supposed to have amassed great sums. Reports had been 
circulated, that money was concealed in the palace ; but 
no one pretended to ascertain the precise place where it 
was deposited. If his spirit could be compelled to appear, 
that interesting secret might he extorted from him. Thus 
curiosity combining with avarice, or at least with the 
hope of discovering a considerable treasure, prompted 
Prince Charles to name his uncle, as the object of the 
experiment. ‘ 
On the appointed night—for Schrepfer naturally pre- 
ferred darkness, as not only more private in itself, but 
better calculated for the effect of incantations—the com. 
pany assembled. They were nineteen in number, of 
whom I personally know several, who are persons of 
consideration, character, and respectability. When they 
were met in the great gallery of the palace, the first 
object of all present was to secure the windows and doors, 
in order equally to prevent intrusion or deception. As 
far as precaution could effect it, they did so, and were 
satisfied that nothing except violence could procure access 
orentrance. Schrepfer then acquainted them, that the 
act which he was about to perform, would demand all 
their firmness ; and advised them to fortify their nerves 
joy partaking of a bowl of punch, which was placed upon 
t.he table. Several of them, (indeed, as I believe, all ex- 
wept one or two,) thinking the exhortation judicious, very 
veadily followed it; but the gentleman from whom I 
veceived these particulars, declined to profit by the ad- 
vice. “Iam come here,” said he to Schrepfer, “ to be 
present at raising an apparition. Either I will sce all, 
or nothing. My resolution is taken, and no inducement 
can make me put any thing within my lips.” Another 
of the company, who preserved his presence of mind, 
placed himself close to the principal door, in order to 
watch if any one attempted to open or force it. These 
preparatory steps being taken, the great work began 
with the utmost solemnity. 
Schrepfer commenced it, by retiring into a corner of 
the gallery, where, kneeling down, with many mysterious 
ceremonies he invoked the spirits to appear, or rather to 
come to his aid; for it is allowed that none were ever 
visible. A very considerable time elapsed before they 
obeyed; during which interval, he laboured apparently 
under great agitation of body and mind, being covered 
with a violent sweat, and almost in convulsions, like the 
Pythoness of antiquity. At length,a loud clatter was 
heard at all the windows on the outside ; which was soon 
followed by another noise, resembling more the effect 
produced by a nuraber of wet fingers drawn over the 
edge of glasses, than any thing else to which it could 
well be compared. This sound announced, as he said, 
tthe arrival of his good or protecting spirits, and seemed 
to encourage him to proceed. A short time afterwards 
a yelling was heard, of a frightful and unusual nature, 
which came, he declared, from the malignant spirits, 
whose presence, as it seems, was necessary and indis- 
pensable to the completion of the catastrophe. 
The company were now, at least the greater part, 
electrified with amazement, or petrified with horror; and 
of course fully prepared for every object which could be 
presented to them. Schrepfer continuing his invocations, 
the door suddenly opened with violence, and something 
that resembled a black ball or globe, rolled into the room. 
It was invested with smoke or cloud, in the midst of 
which appeared to be a human face, like the eountcnunce 
of the Chevalier de Saxe; much in the same way, it 
would seem, that Corregio or Hannibal Carrache have 
represented Jupiter appearing to Semelé. From this 
form issued a loud and angry voice, which exclaimed ‘in 


German, “Carl, was wolte du mit mich ™ & 



















what wouldst thou with me? Charley, think 
me ?” = distany S on 
Language, as may be supposed, can jl] describe’ S dulity 
consternation produced among the spectators at all is ses 
sight. Either firmly persuaded that the appea ‘ 
which they beheld was spiritual and intangible electo 
deprived of resolution to approach and attempt to @ his pe 
it, they appear to have made no effort to Satisfy then soon | 
selves of its incorporeal nature. The prince, whose j 2 ~~ 
pious curiosity had summoned his uncle’s ghost, my: am 
whom, as the person principally responsible, thongaill 4. - fa 
addressed itself; far from manifesting Coolness, OF ab ee 
tempting reply, betrayed the strongest marks of hormer: = iailed, 
and contrition. Throwing himself on his knees, bt Psy 
called on God for mercy ; while others of the terrified * death 
party earnestly besought the magician to give the nly’ Three 
remaining proof of his art for which they DOW werg ted in 
anxious, by dismissing tlhe apparition. But : "scien 
though apparently willing, found, or pretended to faa more 
this effort beyond his power. However incredible, gh, For t 
surd, or rdiculous it may be thought, the persons why ff ~ Rosen 
witnessed the scene, protest that near an hour elapeg Lips 


before, by the force of his invocations, the spectre 
be compelled to disappear. Nay, when at 
Schrepfer had succeeded in dismissing it, at the momep a. 
that the company began to resume a degree of serenity. 
the door, which bad been closed, burst open again, and: 4 


‘g 4 -yocati 
-opeport 












the same hideous form presented itself anew to ther he hat 
eyes. he most resolute and collected among thea. soon’s 
were not proof to its second appearance, and a pls, have | 
universal dismay ensucd. Schrepfer, however, by reitg torme 
rated exorcisms or exertions, finally dismissed the appari. miser: 
tion. The terrified spectators soon dispersed, oveteome imagi 
with amazement, and fully satisfied, as they well might) J not ne 
be, of Schrepfer’s supernatural powers. to acc 
Having thus related, as seriously and circumstantially left be 
as I am able, the principal facts relative to the affair in Jf whop 
question, it is natural to ask my own opinion of the stp. 
ry; and to demand whether I can explain or account for 
it in any rational manner. To such enquiries I mast J 
frankly reply, that I can neither give any satisfactory gp Si t 
lution of it, nor have I heard any attempted, exceptihe - od 
obvious one of human credulity and terror, operated opiy) ge 


by imposture and deception. But, the manner in whi 
so wonderful an illusion was produced, I am, in com ; 


with every person here, at a loss to understand. Tew A 
lieve no one has yet clearly explained how the liquefaction» . Man 
of St. Januarius’s blood’ isperformed ; though, out of Ne curio 
ples, I imagine few persons attribute it to miraculous of in ty; 
supernatural interposition. We know from experiemee, Libra 
how prodigious are the deceptions practised in and ups smith 
optics. Nineteen men met together for the avowed par @- Phila 
pose of seeing an apparition, and believing that iin tial a; 


man power to render a departed spirit visible, are already’ | ~~ his bh 














half subdued to any thing, however gross. Night, dark B very, 
ness, and the imposing solemnity of magic invocati Th 
bereave the strongest minds of their self-possession. Ae “tions 
bold and artful impostor might then trample on their tee publi 
son, and then present to their eyes some hideous fgiw) ship 

properly accoutred for the occasion. It must, howergiy ninth 
always excite some astonishment and more regret, at, = bly I 
among near twenty persons, not one should have@ S want 
deavoured to lay ands on the spectre. Its secc se we d 





pearance is likewise a circumstance very difficult tom 
count for, as it was unnecessary in order to produce 
viction, which had been fully effected. That it was # 
ception, no man of sound understanding will doubts! 
how it was managed or produced, the persons who 

duped have not yet discovered. They are all, or ne 
all, still alive in this country, and they by no meansbe 
of their adventure, or derive from it any sort of vail 
On the contrary, independent of the ridicule, they al 
and express the utmost repugnancc to relating, oF O% 


~ Uncut 
















recollecting a scene, which has impressed on their in “diregt 
nation so much horror. Their friends dread and ¢ at it 
cate a renewal of the images then presented to those W™ It-is 
‘were present; and a lady earnestly besought of me: he aS rar 





press her husband on a subject, of which he co 
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wi : converse without passing a sleepless night. We 
= q c, dentent therefore to resolve it into German cre- 
ws hh en or superstition, and congratulate ourselves on our 
“the EE enpriori ch puerile terrors. 
- - Pee peg co sooner spread through Dresden, than the 
a ‘eine expressed his disapprobation of such scenes, and 
ae -« peremptory injunctions not to repeat them. Schrepfer 
< ST sired to his native city, Leipsic, where his fame 
= cocaguaied him, and drew after him a crowd of disci 
: im. or volaries. To them he continued to give, as is 
ad te confidently asserted here, numerous and astonishing 
ectre + grofs of his supernatural power, some of which I have 
rab heard related ; but after the specimen that I have de- 
weit jailed, all others would be at once tedious and superflu- 
he ous. Schrepfer did not long enjoy his celebrity, and his 
‘ified ~ geath is not the least extraordinary part of his history. 










Three gentlemen, whom he had in some measure initia- 
ted into his mysterics, for he professed to instruct in the 
‘ gcience of magic, were promised by him an exhibitiva 
more wonderful than any at which they had yet assisted; 
For this purpose they attended him into the wood of 
Rosendaal, which is at a small distance without the gates of 
ed | ¥ Leipsic. It was in summer, before the sun rose, between 
TE three and four o'clock in the morning. When they came 
¥ ton certain part of the grove, he desired them to stay a 

little, while he went on one side to make the requisite in- 
fev vocations. After wailing a few minutes, (hey heard the 
F report of a pistol; running to the spot, they found that 
he had shot himself, and was already without-sense. He 
. soon afterwards expired. All those who believe him to 
* have had intercourse with evil spirits, affirm that he was 
tormented by them perpetually, which, rendering his life 
miserable, induced him to have recourse toa pistol. I 
jmagiiie, however, you will think with Horace, that it is 
not necessary to call in supernatural interference, in order 
to account for the violent end of such a man. He has 
left behind him many proselytes ; but, I believe, no one 
who pretends to equal.knowledge of his secrets. 

—_— 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 
Junius.—The Inverness Courier says, that 
Sir D. Brewster has discovered papers belong- 
ing to Lady Brewster's fainily, which go far to 
prove Mr. Lachlan Maclane to be the author 
‘Sef “ Junius’s Letters.” 
“A very interesting account of this gentle- 
_man will be found in Prior’s new and highly 
curious life of Goldsmith, which we have now 
in type for the next or following number of the 
Library. He was a school friend of Gold- 
smith ; lived an erratic life, was some time in 
Philadelphia, and afterwards was the confiden- 
© tialagent of Warren Hastings in India. As to 
his having written Junius’s Letters we have 
very great doubts. 
The Thetis.—The * Narrative of the opera- 
tions at Cape Frio, for the recovery of the 
_ public stores and treasure sunk in his majesty’s 
, ship Thetis,” which is commenced on the 
», ninth page of to-day’s “ Library,’ would proba- 
» bly be passed over by the general reader for 
F Want of an attractive title, if he met with it as 
*we did in an octavo volume which remained 
» uicut upon our table for several weeks after its 
 atrival, while more flaunting books were exa- 
= mined. We trust, however, that with the recom- 
» -Mendation we have given it, and now repeat. 
> Captain Dickinson’s laborious exertions and 
» Success will meet with many gratified readers 
and hearty approval. It is so full of curious 
il as to absorb the attention, and after the 
| @fnouncement from the diving-bell that it was 
“directly over the deposit of dollars is arrived 
uit is diflicult to restrain curiosity to the end. 
bis nu common narrative, and its results are 
us Tare as interesting. 


The Gurney Papers—as they appear in 
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the New Monthly Magazine we shall continue 
to transfer to our pages. Those inserted to- 
day, all that have been yet reccived, offer a 
rich continuation of the autobiography of the 
arch story-teller, Gilbert Gurney. 

Abel Allaut.—The new novel by Mr. Morier, 
author of Hajji Baba, Zohrab, &c. will be pub- 
lished immediately after Wraxall’s Court of 
Berlin, in “* Waldie’s Literary Omnibus,” for 
about a shilling. 

A Contradiction.—The newspapers of Europe 
and America lately teemed with a curious 
story of a bibliomaniac murderer, which was 
calculated to amuse the credulous. A letter 
from Berlin, published in the London Literary 
Gazette, contains the following :— 

‘“«'The story of the Friar Vincente of Barce- 
lona, who is said to have been tried there, on 
account of murder, instigated solely by his 
love of books, has made the round of your and 
of our journals. A very intelligent German, in 
that town, writes to Berlin that no such trial 
has occurred there ; and that the Barcelonese 
inhabitants were first made acquainted with 
this story by a French paper. But not even 
the Italian saying, ‘ Si non e vero, e ben tro- 
vato,’ is to be applied to it; for the invention 
is solely due to our celebrated Berlinian au- 
thor, Hoffman, who, in his excellently written 
novel, *‘Mdlle. de Scuderi,’ described the 
monomania of the Parisian goldsmith, Cardillac, 
who, for a long series of years, killed all persons 
that bought jewels set by him.” 

Novel: Writing.—The following nearly just 
remarks from the London Spectator, on novel- 
writers, occur in a review of “ Paynell, or the 
Disappointed Man,’’ by Mr. Miles Stapleton. 


“ Leaving out of view the common herd and authors 
sui gencris, there are four kinds of novel-writers. The 
first and highest deals with general nature,—more 
modified, it may be, by the manners of the times than 
in the case of the drama, but still presenting types of 
universal classes in individual characters, as well as in- 
cidents and conduct of universal occurrence, so far at 
least as relates to the substance of things: and in this 
rank may be placed Le Sage, Fielding, Smollett, Scott, 
and perhaps Marryat. The second is of a much more 
ephemeral kind,—being limited, both in subject and in. 
terest, to the age which produces them, and painting 
only manners and the superficial or singular in charac. 
ter: of which class Mrs. Gore, and Lord Mulgrave in 
Yes and No, are amongt the furemost of living writers. 
The third sort of novelists is of a kindred nature to the 
first, but of a much lower degree and of a- more confined 
range; they rather copy life than select from it; they 
are true, but narrow; they give us family histories in 
the guise of fictions, redeeming the common from com- 
monplace only by the truth and careful finish of their 
delineation: in which genius Miss Austen and Mrs. 
Opie may stand first, Miss Edgeworth rather falling 
under the highest category. All these various classes, 
however, agree in this, that they derive their materials 
from actual existence, and paint life as truly as their 
experience and genius will permit. It is the peculiar 
characteristic of the fourth, and, as novelists, the lowest 
class, that they are indebted to their own fancies for 
their subject matter. Their incidents, their characters, 
even the conduct of their story, is. all, or nearly all, 
spun out of their own brain, Their inventions are not 
combinations of realities, or creations founded upon 
them, but fantastic things which have neither likeness 
nor prototype in nature. Such works frequently pos- 
sess a high degree of merit,—being often distinguished 
by great metaphysical skill, or by deep or shrewd re- 
flectious, or by considerable powers of satire, or by 
finished or brilliant composition, or even by a true por- 
traiture in parts, but as a whole their views of life are 
about as near reality as those of a clever greenhorn 
fresh from college, who * expects to carry all the world 
before him*--their representations of the motives and 
conduct of their persous, as like those of men and wo- 
men as the contortions of puppets moved by wires .re. 
semble the action of the natural body of bones and 





muscles, At the head of this class, but very far in 


zdvance, may be piuced Mr. Edward Bulwer; and Mr. 
Miles Stapleton is not altogether a contemptible member 
of the same corps.” 


M. Eusebe Salverte, in his learned book on the Origin 
of Names and Places, gives ‘a local habitation anda 
name” to Mr. Tristam, and cites Shandy of Shandy Halt _ 
as an instance of a local designation becoming the sur- 
name of an individual! The late Mrs. Gulliver, of 
Greenwich, near London, being asked if she was any 
relation of the famous Captain Lemuel Gulliver, replied, 
she believed she was, for her father had a portrait of the 
Cantaia in the parlour, and always used to call him “iny 
uncle.” This was very well in Mrs. Gulliver, who might 
never have read Swift, but the learned M. Salverte to 
consider Tristam Shandy a true story, is somewhat 
ludicrous. > 

The manuscript of Pope’s Iliad descended from Lord , 
Bolingbruke to Mallet, and is now in the British Ma-~ 
seum, where it was deposited at the pressing instance 
of Dr. Matey. D'Israeli, in the first edition of ‘his 
“Curiosities of Literature,” has exhibited a fac-simile 
of one of the pages. It is written apon the backs and 
covers of letters, and other fragments of papers, evincing 
that it was not without reason he was called “ Paper- 
sparing Pope.” 

In 1537, was printed at Lyons, a 16mo volume, en- 
titled, “ Les Controverses des Sexes Masculin et Femi- 
nine.” It wag written in metrical version, by Gratian _ 
du Pont, who asserts that every man will, at the resun 
rection, be an entire body, without the least deformity. 
fle maintains that were every part of the body sepa- 
rated in fifteen hundred different places, they would all 
unite and- become complete. He adds, that Adam will 
regain the part from which Eve was formed, and that 
Eve must again become Adam’s side; and thus, he 
says, it will be with all other persons; every man wil} 
be like Adam, and every woman like Eve; and he con- 
cludes with a positive assertion, that woman will. cease 
to exist! It will be news to the ladies that there is no 
resurrection for them! Seriously, is it not sad to mark 
the vagaries of the human mind ? 

It is a:curious circumstance that the British Museum 
now contains nine thick volumes entirely composed of 
title-pages, the collector of which spoiled thousands of 
volumes to gratify this singular and unworthy whim! 

Geography and chronology are the grappling irons by 
which history adheres to the memory. 


. 


——_— 
VARIETIES. 


The committee appointed by the French Minister to 
take into consideration the question relative to an inter- 
national law of copyright, has made its report—recom- 
mending, in substance, that the publication, in France, 
of foreign works, without the consent of the author, ‘shall 
be prohibited in all cases where the nation to which, 
writer belongs offers a like protection to French authors 
—that no pirated edition of a work shall, under like 
circumstances, be imported into France; nor shall:it be 
lawful to import French works, though originally ex- 
ported, within five years. This last regulation, we . 
presume, is intended us a protection against fraud. 


Some of the stratagems resorted to by needy empiries’ 
to get into practice are very ingenious, and many a regu- 
lar physician has been obliged to have recourse to similar 
artifices to procure employment. It is: related of a’ Pa- 
risian physician, that, on his first arrival in the capita}, 
he was in the habit of sending his servant in a carriage, 
about daybreak, to rap at the doors of the principal man. 
sions, to enquire for his master, as he was sent for to re- 
pair instantly to such and such a prince, who was dying. 
. The drowsy porter naturally replied, with much ijl-hu- 
mour, “ That he knew nothing of his master.” “ What? 
did he not pass the-night in this house?” replied. the 
footman, apparently astonished. “ No,” gruffly answered 
the Swiss; “ there’s nobody ill here.” “Then I must 
have mistaken the house. Is not this.the hotel of the 
Duke of ™” “No, Go to the devil!” exelaimed the 
porter, closing the ponderous gates. From this house 
his valet then proceeded from street to street, alarming 
the whole neighbourhood with his loud rap, Of evurse, 
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nothing else was spoken of in the porter’s lodge, the gro- 
cer’s shop, and the servants’ hall, for nine days. Ano- 
ther quack, upon his arrival in a town, announced him- 
self by sending the bellman round, offering fifty guineas 
reward for a poodle belonging to Dr. » physician to 
his majesty and the royal family, professor of medicine, 
and surgeon-general, who had put up at such and such 
an inn. Of course, the physician of a king, who could 
give fifty guineas for a lost dog, could not but be a man 
of pre-eminence in his profession. * * * Cases 
are recorded of the forgetfulness of a language constantly 
spoken, while one nearly forgotten for want of practice, 
was recovered. A patient in St. Thomas’s Hospital, who 
had been admitted with a brain fever, on his recovery, 
spoke an unknown language to his attendants. A Welsh 
milkman happened to be in the ward, and recognised his 
mative dialect; although the patient had left Wales in 
early youth, had resided thirty years in England, and 
had nearly forgotten his native tongue. Bverhaave re- 
jJates a curious case of a Spanish poet, author of several 
excellent tragedies, who had so completely lost his me- 
Mory in consequence of an acute fever, that he nut only 
had forgotten the languages he had formerly cultivated, 
but even the alphabet, and was obliged to begin again to 
learn to read. His own former productions were shown 
to him, but he could not recognise them. Afterwards, 
however, he began once more to compose verses, which 
bore so striking a resemblance to his former writings 
that he at length became convinced of his being the au- 
thor of them.—Curiosities of Medical Experience. 

Pompeti.—Professor Lohn, on a scieutific journey to 
Naples, describes several interesting antiquities recently 
discovered at Pompeii. In the Strada della Fortuna, 
three skeletons, a male and two females, have been 
found, in positions as if they had thrown themselves 
from the upper windows of their house after the lower 
parts had been filled with lava. A pair of beautifully 
carved ear-rings, ornamented with pearls, were near the 
female skeleton of, apparently, the daughter of the 
others. In the Strada di Mercurio (in which the re- 
markable service of plate was found), two paintings, in 
good preservation, have since been uncovered. One 
represents an hermaphrodite—the other, Venus and Ado- 
nis; Adonis wounded, and the goddess and her nymphs 
washing and: tending his hurts. 

French Academy of Sciencess—M. Becquerel is elected 
viee president of the French Academy of Sciences for 
1837, by a large majority of votes; and M. Magendie, 
the last.vice president, passes on to the presidency. ‘The 
minister of the interior has commanded a bust of the late 
celebrated botanist, M. de Jussieu, to be executed for 
the academy, by the skilful hands of M. David. 

Acoustics —MM. Cagniard Latour and Demonfer- 
rand have invented an instrument which they purpose 
naming the Avoustic Pyrometer, and which will emit 
sounds according to the temperature in which it may 
be placed. 

The unwillingness of persons above forty, to remember 
facts and persons with which and whom they were con-. 
temporary, has been happily called by a wit, “ the: 
darkness of the middle ages.” 


—— 
From the Cabinet of Modern Art. 
LA ROSA PARLANTE, 
BY L. E. Le 


I breathe on the roses I offer to thee, 
Eery leaf that uncloses says something from me; 

y come from our garden, that surnmer world, where 
The soft blossoins harden to cherry and pear, 
Where fruit and where flowers together-unfold, ~ 
And the morning’s bright hours call the bee to his gold! 


On the wreath that I bind thee our-summer has shone, 
Ah, where will it find thee—afar and alone! 

The walls that have bound thee are dusky and high, 
And dark roofs are round thee that sifit out the sky. 
But the roses I gather will bring thee again 

Our valleys soft weather, its sunshine and rain. 


When art thou returning—hew long wilt thou roam? 

The wealth thou art earning is not worth thy home. 

The lark’s lightest singing awakes me from sleep 

That thine image was bringing—I waken and weep! 

By the prayers that attend thee—the fond heart that 
yearns, 

Let the roses I send say—* return, love, return.” 


To thy heart let them enter !—mid care‘and mid toil 
Hath its innermost centre one spot without soil, : 
Where the cold world is measured by truth not its own 
And my image is treasured—loved—loving and lone! 
Though life have encrusted its rust on the shrine, 

That heart may be trusted—I know it by mine! 


\ 


,_| Progress of Creation considered with reference to the 


Miscellaneous Literary Intelligence. 


Manuscript of Abbé Fleury.—The Abbé Fleary, who 
at the instance of Bossuet, wrote (or rather compiled from 
the original authors) “The History of Christianity,” 
brought it down to 1414, in twenty volumes. ‘The Pére 
Fabre continued it to the year 1595, where the sixteenth 
volume of the continuation, the last that has appeared, 
ends. Thus, Fleury has comprised the history of four- 
teen centuries in twenty volumes, one of which, too, is 
filled with eight general discourses, which Voltaire de- 
clared to be master-pieces ; whereas Pere Fabre made 16 
volumes for less than two centuries. But an important 
discovery has just been made. Among a great number 
of other MSS. of Fleury, which are of very little import- 
ance, the twenty-first volume of the Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, has been found, and the authenticity of the MS. is 
unquestionable. It contains books 101, 102, 103, and 104, 
of the Ecclesiastical History, evidently the sequel of the 
100 books contained in the twenty volumes. It begins 
at 1415, where they end, and proceeds, without interrup- 
tion, to the last session of the council of Lateran, in 
1517: thus embracing a whole century. This disco- 
very renders a great part of Fabre’s continuation use- 
less, which comes down only seventy-eight years later, 
viz. to 1595. The new edition of Fleury has this 


additional volume, and includes the latter part of Fabre’s 
continuation. A new supplement is given, which is the 
work of one of the most enlightened and learned eccle- 
siastics of the age.—French Paper. 


———=— 
List of New Books published in London to the 
latest dates. 

A Dictionary of Commerce, and Commercial Naviga- 
tion, by J. R. M‘Culloch, Esq. new edition, corrected to 
Decem. 1836, 8vo. The Works of John Hunter, by J. F. 
Palmer, 4 vols. 8vo, and 4to. vol. of Plates, Vol. I. The 
Surgical Works of Ditto, 3 vols. 8vo. Vol. I. Family 
Poetry, chiefly Devotional. 32mo, Abel Alinut, a Novel, 
by the Author of * Hajji Baba,” &c. 3 vols. Hawks of 
Hawk Hollow, by Dr. Bird, 3 vols. 12mo. Observations 
on the System of Metallic Currency, by W. H. Morrison, 
8vo. Walker’s Games and Sports, I2mo. roan, 9s. A 
Practical Treatise on the Law. of Charities, by W.R. A. 
Boyle, royal 8vo. A Treatise on Painful and Nervous 
Diseases, by A. Turnbull, M. D. third edition. Ken- 
rick’s Key to Greek Exercises, Part I. 8vo. 6s. The 
Tour of M. de la Boullaye le Gour, edited by T.C. 
Croker, post 8vo. G. W. Cooke’s History of Party, 
Vol. II. 8vo. The Caraguin, a Tale of the Antilles, post 
8vo. Manual of German Prose, by L. V. Muhlenfels. 
Ditto, Poetry. Foreign Tales, 18mo. Capt. Brenton’s 
Naval History, 2 vols. 8vo. 

The Christian Correspondent; Letters by Eminent 
Persons of both Sexes, with Preliminary Essays by J. 
Montgomery, 3 vols. Paynell, or, the Disappointed Man, 
by Miles Stapleton, 2 vols. post 8vo. Impressions of 
Italy, by the Lady A. S. Wortley, post 8vo. Evils of the 
Factory System, by C. Wing, Esq. royal 8vo. 


In the Press. 

First Impressions and Studie. from Nature in Hindos- 
tan, by Lt. Thomas Bacon. Piso and the Prefect, or, the 
Ancients off their Stilts. Pretension, a third volume of 
“ Pictures of Private Life,” by Miss Stickney. The 


Present Condition of the Earth, by the Author of “ The 
Annals of my Village,” &c. A Dream of Life, by the 
Rev. W. G. Moore. Doveton, or the Man of many Impul- 
ses, a Metaphysical Romance, by the Author of “ Jern- 
ingham.” ‘Te Felonry of New South Wales, a picture 
of the Romance of Life in Botany Bay, &c. by James 
Mudie, Esq. 


New American Publications. 


A Treatise on Mathematical and Physical Geography, 
intended for the use of Schools, Academies, and General 
Readers, by J. L. Comstock, M. D. Hartford: Packer 
& Brown. 

Mrs. Armytage, or Female Domination, by the author 
of “ Mothers and Daughters.” 2 vols. 12mo,_Philadel- 
phia: Carey, Lea & Blanchard. 

Snarleyow, or the Dog Fiend, by Captain Marryat, 
author of “ Peter Simple.” &c., incomplete. 1 vol. 12mo. 
Philadelphia: Carey & Hart. 

Posthumous Memoirs of a Peeress, or the Days of Fox, 
by Lady Charlotte Bury. Same publishers. 

View of the State of Europe during the Middle Ages, 
by Henry Hallam. From the sixth London edition, com- 
plete in 1 vol. 8vo. New York: Harper & Brothers. 

Falkner, a Novel, by the author of * Frankenstein,” 
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